a decline for the whole season. Jute manufactures
amounted to 502,000 tons indicating an annual rate
well below the last two years."

As regards cotton textiles, the major industry in
India, the same journal writes:

"The total production of yarn in 1948, was only
87 per cent of the peak figure attained in 1943, and
cloth 92 per cent of the peak level in 1944."

(Eastern Economist, August 12)

In a country with a colonial agricultural economy,
starvation for millions has been a normal phenomenon,
which ended in the most gruesome Bengal famine of
1943, taking a toll of over three and a half millions in.
dead alone. The Congress Government has maintained
intact the feudal agricultural economy and intensified
the exploitation of the toiling peasantry, as a result of
which the agrarian crisis continues to deepen. The
eloquent testimony of the bankruptcy of the measures
of the bourgeoisie for increasing agricultural production,
is the fact that after six years of the official "Grow More
Food Campaign", Indian agricultural production reached
in 1948, its lowest level for the last ten years!

The Eastern Economist index of agricultural produc-
tion (with average of 1936-39:100) records the 1947-48
figure at only 97 while preliminary calculations for 1948-
49 register a still further fall to 93, which is the lowest
for the last ten years (the highest for 1943-44 being 106).

The recent measures of devaluation of currency
adopted by the bourgeois Congress Government at the
dictates of Anglo-American imperialism will still further
worsen the conditions of life of the working class and the
toiling masses. It is a measure which attacks them on
all sides.

Prices of the daily necessities were continually rising,
reaching in most centres the wartime and postwar peak
by the end of 1948. Between January 1948 to April
1949, in Bombay which is supposed to have a relatively
efficient system of controls, the working class family's
food group index rose by 45 per cent or 139 points
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